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Sana' K. Darwazah, M.A., University of Jordamn, June 1977

Effect of Sex, Achievement and Age on

Resistance to Temptation

Morals play an important role in the life of the individual and in
the life of society, particularly from the view point of conforming
to its laws and norms, Scholars think that a moral order may conso-

yjdate and promote social relations or may realize any objective in

harmeny with the individual's beliefs. Therefore, knowledge of the
factors affecting the child's moral development is essential in the

raising up of the individual.

The present study aims at investigating the influence of sex,
achievement and age, as independent variables on resistance to tempt-

ation as a dependent variable.

The wvariables of age, sex anq intelligence were employed in most

of the étudies that investigated moral development. As to the
variable of age, the studies of Grinder (1964), Kanfer and Duerfeldt
(1968), Graham (1972), Kohlberg (1973), Rest (1975), indicated that
resistance to temptation increases with age, These studies however
were not in agreement with the study of Feldman & Feldman (1967)
which concluded that there is a tendency for decreased resistance

to temptation with the progress of age.

As regards the vaiable of intelligence, studies by Lavoie (1971)

and Eisen (1972) indicated that there is no significant relationship
between intelligence and resistance to temptation., It was show,
howevel, in studies by Boehm (1966), & Graham (1972}, that the more
inteiligent subjects demonstrated more resistance to temptation than

the less intelligent ones.,
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As to the variable of sex, various studies were not in agreement

with respect to the effect of this vaiable. Whereas, studies of

Burton et. el, (1967), Walsh (1967), Ward & Furchak (1968} and

Lavoie (1974) all confirmed a stronger tendency of resistance to
temptation among females than males. Other studies by Frinder

(1972) indicated no significant differenceé between males énd
females.

In the light of the above, the problem of the present study is
phrased as follows: What is the effects of sex, age and achieve-
ment on resistance to temptation in a sample of pupils of ages

between 7 - 10 years o0ld in elementary schools in Amman.

Three hypotheses were developed pertaining to the problem of this
study. '

1- Resistance to Temptation among children increases with age.

2~ When comparing three levels of achievement, high, middle and
low, the subjects of higher achievement will resist temptation

more than the subjects of lower achievement.

3- There is no significant difference between males and females

in resistance to temptation.

To test these hypotheses, one hundred and eighty children of ages
ranging between seven and ten were divided in three age grdups,
7-8, 8-9, and 9-10, Each group consisted of equal numbers of males
and females, Each group is also divided into three categories of
achievement, high, middle and low. School final grades were used

as basis for classification of achievement into the three levels

mentioned.,

The experiment took place in a room provided with a one-way mirror.
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Two groups of toys were employed to measure resistance to temptation,
attractive and unattractive toys. The attractive toys were chosen

to be new and colorful and were pretested to be so. The unattractive
toys were old and dqull. The purpose of chosing attractive toys is to .
subject children to temptation. The groups were asked not to play with

the attractive toys until they are told to do so. They were observed
from another room to determine how much they abide by the rules of the 1
experimenter. {
i
1
Three-way analysis of varience was used to analyse the results on

three measures of resistance to temptation: frequency, duration and
latency. The results showed no significant relationship between age

and cheating nor between achievement and cheating.

As to the factor of sex, no significant differences were found between
males and females measured by frequency and duration. However, '
measured by latency, girls resisted temptation a longer time than boys.‘
this latter result provided partial support to the third hypothesis ef

this study. There were also no significant interaction effects.



	

